A   PAPAL BltlKF
Dilect.T  in   Christo fili.T   Nohili   Puelhe  Maria:  Principesse   167; Kstensi.     Clemens I'.P.X.
" Dear daughter in Christ, nohle Damsel, greeting etc. Since file design of the Duke of York to contract alliance with your Nubility reached our ears, We return thanks to the Father of Mercies who, knowing our solicitude for His Glory, is preparing for us, in the Kingdom of England an ample harvest of joy. Considering, in effect, the influence of your virtues, We easily conceived a firm hope that an end might come to the persecution still smouldering in that kingdom and that the orthodox faith, reinstated by you in a place of honour might, recover the splendour and security of former days, an effect which no exterior power could accomplish and which might become due to the victory of your piety, the inheritance of your eminently religious family. You can therefore easily understand, dear daughter in Christ, the anxiety which filled Us when We wore informed of your repugnance fur marriage. For although we understood that it arose from a desire, most laudable in itself, to embrace religious discipline, reflecting that-in the present occasion it opposes itself to the progress of religion, we were nevertheless sincerely grieved. We therefore, fulfilling the duties of Our charge, earnestly exhort you by these presents to place before yuur eyes the great profit which may accrue to the Catholic faith in the above-named kingdom through your marriage, anil that inflamed with y,eal for the good which may result, you may open to yourself a vaster field of merit than that, of the virginal cloister. In order that, the sjK'ciul customs and manner of praying, contrary to our ritual, of the populations among whom you are going may IK: no impediment to your decision, We shall take care that HO great an affair be treated in such manner that: no obstacle may arise to hinder the* exercise of your illustrious piety, Expecting, from the truly filial observance you owe Ust thin great consolation. We send your Nubility, from thcdcpth of our heart, our Apostolic Benedict ion.
"Given at Rome XIX September MDCLXXIII the fourth year of Our Pontificate."
21 and that from the esteem they might have thereof, would deserve it much better than she could do.
